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Pamphlet, or little book being come to my hands intitaled, 
, Chriſtian Queries to Quaking Chriſtians, &'c. By one 
who ſubſcribes himſelf 1B, with a» Epiftle to the Rea. 
der, frong one who ſubſcribes himſelf 1. A. And I having 
__ dulyweightd, and ſtrjonſly conſidered. beth the E pile, and 
the Queries, I return this following Reply againſt two things un the E- 
le, with an Anſmer to the Queries, + 
Fuſt,to the Epiſtle, in the Frontiſpiece of which 7, 4. faith, 
Ge little hrok, improve thy Seripture 5hyjll, 
Advaxce the truth, and throw down all ſelf-will. 


Reply. T is not in the power of chat little book,or any other writing, 
how holy, or good ſoever they may be in themſelves, either ra 


advance the truth, or beat down the ſelf. will, 8 haughty pride of man; 


farther then they are accompanied with the living word , Spirit, and 
wer of the Lord God : therefore niay I ſay, much more itis not in 
the power of that little Book, either to throw down ſelf-will in any, in 
whom it is not yet ſubdued, or to exalr the truth in general; becauſe ics 
only queries, gathered by the Authour from the Lerrer of the Scriptures 
without, and no meſſage of heavenly propheſy, doctrine, or exhorta- 
tion, received by the Authour from the Lord, through the divine inſpi- 
ncion of his light, and Spirit within, whoſe.light , Spirit , and power 
operating in the hearts of men, is that only means , which becomes ef- 
feualto accompliſh the things before mentioned , v;2.. the laying low 
the pride of all fleſh, and the exaltatian of the namezand r.uth of God, 
in the world, T!:erefore may I ſay, it's a very vain, and'idolatrous ex- 

hortation, which [, A, hath givento I. B, his little book. . 
And I, A, further ſaith, Let '[ight without be guide to light 

within, "Hep 

| Reply If by this exhorration 7.4. means, that light without ſhould 
guide che true light, which ſhines in the hearts of Saitrs , which I can» 
not bur gather from ghe forementioned wor ds : then, I nniſt needs ſay, 
tis a very abſurd, and fooliſh exhortation , and bein ken upon 2 
Grine account ; it 18 yery full of idglatry, and evil, and greatly cone 
trary to the Goſpel; and exhortation of Gods Embaſſadows to che 
Sain;s upon earth ; "which was, that they ſhould abide in the 1ight , or 
121 mn A & angfnt- 
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anointing that was in them, x Johs 2, 27. And the Apoſtle preferreth 
the light,that God hath cauſed to ſhine into their hearts,ſo far beyond 
any periſhing thing, or light wichour,.char he exalrs it, as thar ex&litnc 
mcans,by which he, & the Saints received the knowledge unto everlaſt, 
ing fs, 2 Cor, 4. 6. Where hefſaicth, God, who roMmeand «ht to. 
ſhine ont of darkneſſe, hith ſhined in ony hearts', to gide rhe light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Feſms Chr. Many 
more te{limonics proving the ſache truch, might be inftariced, And 
though the holy Scrip:ures without ,. and che Saints praftiſes are as 
lieh:s in the warld - yet far be tt From all true Chriſtian men, foto ido. 
lize them $ as to fer them in eſteem'above the bght, which is ſuffici. 
ent to gnide, or to «ſt:em them equal with the lighc , and Spirit of 
Chriſt wichin, from which the Scriprures were given forth, whith are 
but branches of thag holy 10ot , and as ir were Frni:s of that heavenly 
free, 2:4, the a ppearance of God in the hearts of his people, If 7. A, 
had bid people min chis do&crines, and exhorcations of the holy Scri. 
pcure, which telifies of, and cxhorts to Chriſt , chetrue, and never er. 
ring lights in the hcazts of his followe:s, he had done better, But what 
I hayc already in loye ſaid, I ſhall leayc tg his more ſerious, and berter 
eonfideration, | ; 

1. Query, How, and by what means may ſalvation be attained , 
whether by adhering to light within as, or by faith in Chrift without 
#5? (1) if the later be not the beſt way , why 1s it, that the Seriptures 
do (o of ren bid us to believein Feſus ( brift, and that by ſo doing y we 


may be ſaved, 3 Joh. 15, 16, At: 16,30, 31. (2) or if the former 


be the better way ? if ſol would then ach, farther, ing. 
Anfſw. Salvation is to be obtained through belteving, and walking 
inthe obedience unto Chriſt Jeſus, who is that only true and ſaving 
light, which lighteth every man that comes into the world, Tobs'1. 9, 
And all mankind , whocemecth out of that night of darknefle , which 


hath overſhadowed the whoke world , and from under the cloud of er- , 


Tours that hath covercd all the inhabitants of the earth, muſt both be- 


lieve, reccive, and walk in the light ofthe Lamb, Rev. 2 1. 24- which / 


is the beſt and moſt excellent way : though we muſt confeſle, as Jeſus, 
the cruc light of the world, is God blefſ:d forever ; ovr veſſels are not 
able to contain him, b:cauſe his preſence is infinite, and fills heaven 


and car;þ ; and as he is thus infinice in himſelf, we mult confefle, _ 
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he is as real without us as within us : yet, the true knowledge. and faxhy, 
which we with all the Saints have in Chriſt unto our ſalyation,is not, of 
him at a diliance withovt a5, buc even in,himas he is near at hand,by his. 
light,and ſpirit revealed within us;2ccording to what the; Apoltle fauh, 
Roms. 1.19. That; which may be known of God., 15 maiuifeſt mm the _ 
for God bath ſhewed it wnto them, And.Cof. x. 2.7,,, ihe Apoſth þo 
To whom God would make known, what i« the riches of the glory of this 
myftery amongſt the Gentiles, which is Chriſt 3 you the hope of glojy, 
Theretore | tay, che hope , which we with all cue Chriſt ans have, 
whereby we may attain heayen, where all felicizy and happinc]; iS cD=. 
jay ad for eyer, axnot by any knowledge of Chi1ſt-at a diftange qirboun 
us, bur as he is inwardly revealed, by his light and Spiric in aur heargs;) 
and they who chus know h'm, have and do experience the-virtue of his 
precious blond, which was ſhed for many, to waſh apy. Oe fin, and 
to purge them from all cheir rranſgrelſions, And chis is that knowJedgey 
which a man may haye , 2nd not dye, for theſoul thaz, hathir lives co 
Gudin th's world, and ſhall reign with Chriſt to all exernity ,, in the 
world to come, And becauſe this is the beſt .and moſt, excelient way 
for Chriſtians both ro beliey: in, and receive Chrift unto their ever- 
hfting ſalvation ; therefore it 15 , that the holy Scriptures teſtifie of 
Chriſt being revcaled unto che Saints , in this way : but neither the 
Scriptures which tho! haft inftanced, nor any other exhorrs Chriſtians 
to believe in Chrift, ay he is ata diſt ance without them ; but the con- 
trary; Rom, 10.6,7,8. 

2. Query, tWhet hey the light within us be 4 li uff.cient guide to dj 
ret us wnto true hb: ppineſſe? and what this light w? whether in eve- 


'ry man? or how to be attained? (1.) if thi; light be ſufficient to ſal- 


vation, of what wſe are the Scriptures? And why are we at all ex« 
horted unto faith, which 1mplyeth ſomet bing at 4 diſtance, and net jet 
enlozed? Hep, 11,1. 3, | 

Anfſw, The light of Jz\us wichin us is a ſufficient guide to dire 
and lcad us, which all them that walk in it, out of darkneſfe and gilc- 
ry, to the inveritance of glory, and joy with the ſan&ified in Chrifts 
ſpirimai-K ngdome, according as our Saviour, who is this light, tefti 
Geth of hiudelf\, John 8. 12. where he ſaith, I aw the light of the 
world, he that followeth me ſhall uot walk in darkneſſe , but have the 
light of life;and Zechariah propheſying of humgwhoſc light is ſubficienc 
ro 


L | ) a 
| 612 o puide men eut of errour and LLP faith Luke, 1.78, 79. 
1 "Hrongh the tender mercy of our God, the day ſpring from on high 
hath viſited vs, to give light to chem that fit in dackneſle, and in the 
ſhadow of death, to guide our feer into the way of peace, By theſe rwa 
teſfimonics may this truth be confirmed, viz, thar the lighe of Jeſus, 
ct Mines wichin us, i; ft ficiemt both to direRiand lead us ro true 
bappincfle, 
 Secondly,this rive light, (in which we walk,& give teſtimony to the 
world, and ſay, it is that unto which all mankind muſt be turned, that 
com: to receiy: remi'tion of hns, A, 26.18.) isnoother, but even 
Jelvs the everlaſting ſon of God, 2s the Scriprures teſtifieth, Jobs. x. 9, 
and Joha $8.12, Rev. 21, 24. ' 
* Thirdly, This t1ue light lighteth every man , aSir is before already 
proved, Fohs 1.9. And he that defires to atrain the knowledge of Je- 
ſis, rhe trite light, tet! hin not ſay in his heart, who ſhall aſcend y or 
deſcend, Row. 10. and'6.,7, for Chriſt the light is near, whoſe beams, 
in a ſmall mcafure, ſhines in the darkneff* of his heart, according tv 
Jobs 1.'4.5. and may be known by its operation of manifeſting the # 
{ecrer evils chere, which are reproved, and through it, he comes to have 
a deſcerning between thg inward thoughts , and defires, which would 
incline his heart tewards God ; and thoſe which would, or doth cauſe 
his heart ro'decline from God : therefore he that would attain to the 
knowledge of Chrift , ( whoſe light gives him in ſome meaſure the 
knowledge of himlelf, as is before {aid ) muſt in love and obedience to 
Chriſt (whoſe light convinceth him of fin) confeſle and forſske his fin, 
in which obedience man comes to receive that heavenly -”_ of 
God, which begets him again our of fin and death, and makes him par- 
taker of the divine nature, and life of Chriſt, the light, in which he 
comes to ſeelight, & to havt the excellent knowledge of that everlaſting 
ſon, through which, in ſome meaſure, he ſaw the filchinefle of fin, and. 
the motions of it in his heart; while as yer he had nor che knowledge 
of the light, neicher could it comprehend, 

Fourtchly , Becauſe this light is ſufficient, of great uſe are the Scri- 
ptures which r:ſtificch of, and direfeth- ro this light, and exhorteth, 
Chriſtians to'the growing'in faith, and belief in Jeſus, who is the 
rrue light, and Saviour bf the world, and able to faycto the utmoſt, 


Heb, « 3 Heb, »V.. 
REIN 3. Query, 
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3. Query. Whether is this light the conſcronce of ever y-man? or (3,) 
is it Chritt in every man ? if þ, why then are not all men ſaved? for 
4 he that hath net this {igh! be out of Chriſt (as you ſay) then all that 
ave this light, muſt of neceſſity be in (hriſt, and conſequently ſaved, 
2 Cor. 13.5, 2 Cor.5. 17. — 
Anſw. This light is not che conſcience ef every man , nether is it 
che conſcience of any man, bur is chat heavenly light , by which God 
lightens the conſcicnces of the foficof men,todiftinguiſh/Lerweegi good 
and evil, as I have already ſaid, And all they that belieyc in and oogy 
the motions of Gods Spirit , by the light of his S>n, he will lead chem 
out of all darkneſle, and errour, and guide them in the way everlaſting, 
and he will give them richly copaſſeſſe, the evidence of his gn and 
Spirit upon their canſciences, that they are his children, Herein they 
come to partake of that peace which never ſhall havean end, _* 1 
Secondly, though we do not ſay, that every man knows, or hath if. 
ceiyed Chriſt within ; yer we ſay the beams of his light lighcecH*all 
men, in which his grace , thac bringeth ſalyation , hath appeared to 
them, 1 Tie. >. 11. And hereby his good Spirit is tendered tp inſtruft 
, 4 them, notwickRanding they rebell againſt him, Neb, 9. 20, 26; And 
this is the cauſe, that ail men are not ſaved, viz, their not believing 
in, bur rejeRing the light of his ſalvation, and rebelling againſt þ4s 
Spirit, which (hold inſtru them in the way thereof, through which 
Spirit, all men that continue in fin ſhall be left withour excule , whoſe 
deſtruction isof themſelves, _ ; 

4. Query. Whether that way which you teach, and the doArines you 
maingain and propagate, bt conſonant to , and miy be defended'by the 
word of God, contained in the Seyiptures of the Old and New Teft4- 
ment, whether it be not neceſſary ts haut ſome rule of trial, by which 
we may try the ſpirits, whether they be of God, or no? 1 John 4. I, 
2, 3. And(2.) whether the Scriptures be not ſufficient thereunto, or 
% there any better way to be propounded for ſuch a tryal > and (3.) if 
there be any better way, why are we direfttd by the Prophet Eſaiah to 

the Law, and to the teſtinwny, and if _any man ſpeak, otherwiſe , it i 
becauſe there is no light in him? as Eſai, 8, 20, and (4.) why were 
the Bereans commended for ſearching the Scriptyres daily, whether 
thoſe things were {0 AR. 17. 11. Laſtly, ff he Scriptures aye not to 
be the rule for all Doitrines, why # it that the Apottle doth fo f 4 


. verety, 
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© verely, and that over and over ag4in, provennee a.enrfe agiinſfl all ſuch 


&: ſhnuld preach any other Goſpel, then what he had already preached > 
which i onely to be fonnd in the S criptares, as Gal, r. 7, $, 9. 

Anſw, The daQtrin:s, which we maintaing 3nd propagate, are con» 
ſonant to, and may be defended by the forceable argumenss of eruthy, 
and, holy records thereof contained in the Old and New Telta. 
ment, 

Fuft, Ic is neceſfary to have a rule of eryal, to try the ſpirits, wh:cher 
they be of God, as /, B, hath already inſt:nced, 1 Tohn 4.r, 2, z. 
And he, that in ſome meaſure hath ir nor,is not yer ſertled, or ground. 
cd upon Gods foundation ; bur is unſtable , and may beroffet to and 
fi b every wind of doQttine, ready to be begviled by every falſ: ma. 

on, and deyice of the enemy of the ſoul inwardly , and co be led a- 
de with che cunning craftineſle of evil men ourwardly ; even like a 
ſhip without an anchor, left ro'the mercy of the wind, and the ſeas, rea- 
dy to ſuffer ſhipwrack every moment, therefore how wholeſome was 
the counſel of our Saviour to his Diſciples , to have ſalt in themſclyes, 
Luke 9. 50. and he tells them that they are the ſalt of che earth, Mar, 


5. 15. he that wants this falt which ſeaſons, gives to ſavour, and dif. 


cern between whac is of God, and what is not of God, is, or may ea- 
fly be deceived, or miſſed by that ſpirit of erroursthrough which men 
becomcs veſſels of wrath, fitted for deſtruRion. 

Secondly , The Scriptures are not the moſt ſufficient rule of tryal, 
(not in-any diſpraiſc unto them be it ſpoken) becauſe it is poſſible char 
men, by that Spirit, which is not of God , may not only ſpeak accord- 
Ing to, but uſe the yery ſame words , as the Apoſtles and Miniſters of 
+Chriitdid, and do unto this day; ſo that (whiles they ſpeak not con- 

trary words or doEtines) that Spirit atmany times cannot by rhe rule 
of Scriptures be deteQted : though it's true, many Spirits there are , 
which may be proved not to be of God by the Scriptures, for rheir 
ſpcaking and ating contrary thereunto : but the foremertioned Spj- 
rii, (which is Sacan transformed inco an angel of light,or into a perſon, 
who hath ſometimes prophefied n the name of ChriR, and declared the 
Joyfull tydings cf the everleRling day cannot be diſcerned , but by the 
.1mmortal lighc'o1 Ppiricg, from which the Scriptures were given forth, 
. and though many lave, and may be zealous. for rhe lettzr of rhe Scri- 
- Prutes ; yer thereby they donor diſcern Satan in this decrivable ap- 
Pea- 
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pearance, in which he fteals the ALA of the true prophets, and in de* 
claration of words, and doCtrine may ſcem to ſpeak like an angel , or 
meſſenger of God, even ſpeaking the ſame words wich a falſe ſpirit, as 
hath ſometimes been (poken through the ſame perſon by the crue Spi- 
rit : butthe inward kne#xyledge of chis is a great myſtzry , which is 
hid from all worldiy, and finfull men: buc is opened by the Lord unts 
that ſpiritual man, wh'ch judgeth all chings,yea, Angels, who are made 
able to put a true difference berween the angels of God , that in truck 
ſerve him, andthoſe, who in outward appearance ſeem to be his an 
gels, and yet ſerve him not : therefore ſpiricual and heavenly men 
have a more ſure rule to try ſpirits by, then the Scriprures, which is the 
union that they have received from the Holy One, ( r John 2. 20, } 
that gives them to diſcern of ſpirits, and the macters thac belong there. 
unto, that differs in nature and quality. though-not in profetſion , nor 
outward appearance : and this is that infallible rule of eryat , which 
may (and not with any derogation from the authority which be longs 
40 the holy Scriptures ) truly be ſaid to be better then che Scriptures ; 
inſomuch as it is the ſame life and Spiricof Chriſt, manifct inthe 
hearts of Saints, from which the Scriptures were given ferth - and 
therefore muſt in all things have the preheminence. For this holy un 
&ion in the hearts of crue Chriſtians , is that ſpiritual law in Ehriſt 
pr through which chey have che teſtimony , (as their father Abre. 
am had ) of Chriſts glorious day , in the fight of which their hearts 
are made exceeding glad; and if any man wanc light to diſcera/and 
try what ſpiritsare of Gad, and what ſpirits are not of Gad, let him 
look into the ſpiritual law of Chriſt, which is a light chat ſhines with» 
in, through which the heavenly teſtimony is received; as it 1s wricten, 
Ifany man want light, let him look upon the law , and the teſtimony, 
and ſee, if they ſpeak not according to this meaning, as the old tranſ- 
lation renders it, iſa, 8. | 
B Thirdly, though the Scriptures be not the moſt infallible ſure rule to 
try all doQrines by, (as is before hewed) yet | ſay, curſed be char man 
that preacherh another Goſpel, then that which the Scripturcs teſtifies 
of, which is the power of God unto ſalvation , as it is preached by the 
ſame divine authority and power, asit was in the dayes of the Ap3. 
ſles : vur that eicher che power, or all the words of the Goſpel 4+ + 
be found extant in the Scriptures , I do =_—y 3 fot aSitis Wtr''th by 


= 
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G16 the Evangelift , John 21. and the lait, T here aye alſs many other 


things, which Jef us did, the which if they ſhnuld be written every one, 
I ſmppoſe that even the world it ſelf could not contain the books 
that ſhould be written, Amen. And douveleſte many heavenly and ſa. 
ving dottrines were preached by the Apoſtles , as they ran to and fre 
upon earth in that Goſpel-day, ( in which knowledge was encreaſed ) 
Which we have not extant at this day : therefoie allthe wholeſome do. 
@rines and exhortations chat they preached, arc not | ox{y| to be tound 
1n the Scriptures, 

4. Query, Whether all men do or may attain perfettion in this life? 
and whether any that come ſhort of this perfeftion may be ſaved ; or 
( 1.) Whether theſe texts of Scripture that exhorts ut to be perfect, 
w21y not imply certain degrees of perfettion \, rather then perfeition it 
ſelf, as tothe heighth of tt? And ( 2.) whether there be not aper. 
fethioPof fincernty, as well as of degrees? And (}.) whether belie. 
vers may net be perfett by imputation of his righteouſneſs , who know. 
2g ne fin, yet was made ſin for us, that we might b: made the righte= 
#nſneſs of God in him ? 2 Cor. $.21, 

Anſw, All men do not attain perfeQion in this life, becauſe many 
there are that do reje&t the means ordained by our heavenly Father, 
through which otherwiſe they mig ht receive freedome from (in , and 
obrain perfe&t dominion over it , to reign in victory with che Lamb 
for evermo: e, 

All that die-in the faith of Chriſt thall be ſaved, though they be even 
babes in Chriſt, and far ſhort of that attainment in life, wiſedom, do. 
minion, and ſtenoth ( as tothe fulneſſe of it ) asit is manifeſt in the 
perfe & man, who is come even to the meaſure of the ſtarure of che ful. 
nefle of Chritt, Eph. 4. 13, In whomall rule, and authority, and 
power contrary to God, is put down z and he crowned with perfect 
dominion over all his ſpiritual enemies , reigning asa King in the tri- 
umphant vifto:y over (in, death,, and the grave, in the image of the 
heavenly which he beats, in which the perfect life of the new man is 

known , that walks wich God in this world , and that ſhall live and 
reien with him perp2tu-lly in the world to come ; for {pti kcuall men in 
this triumphant ftate , have received the end for which the bleſſzd mi- 
niftry of the Golpel was given, which was for the perfecting of the 
Saints, Eph, 4. 12, 
Bur 
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But, 25 I have already RA (i which die in the faith (hall be 
faved, though they be far thort of that excellent ſtate of perfet men in 

Chriſt, who are witneſlcs of his fulneffe and Rate, For ſome of Gods 

pzople die, or put off this earthly tabernacle ſoon after their converſi- 

on, while they are bur even young in the faith, and chi!dren, even 

baves in the truth of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; yet through faith they are 

heirs of the promite , and by the birth immortal they have a true title 

to the Kingdome of God, though ſuch who are wezPR in the faith may 

be ſo aſſaulted many times with doubts, falſe fears, and temptations of 
the evil one, and in their departure even ſo ſtrongly beſer , as the pet- 

fect man.in Chrift is not , becauſe all his ſpiritual enemies are conque- 

red, and put in ſubjeCtien : ſo that he isin reſt , being perfeRly aſſu. 

red, when the carthly houſe of this tabernacle ſhall be diffolyed,he hach 

a houſe not made with hands, 2 Cor, 5, 1. 

Firſt,thoſe Sqripcures, which exhort to perfetion, doubeleſſe intends 
perfection itſelf in the heighth of it, as well as in the degrees ; though 
the Saints { which atrains 1t ) attain it by degrees, as by growing from 
on* degtee of grace and ſtrength in Chriſt untoanocher, as the Pſal- 
miſt ſaith, They go from ſtrength to ſtrenglh, mntil every one appears 
before God iu Son, Pſal, $4, 7. And the Apoſtle ſaid, When he was 
a child, be ſpake as a child, undertood as a child , aud thought as « 
child, but when he became a man , he put away childiſh things, x Cor, 
I3,.TT. 

« © Secondly, there 15 a perfeCtion of ſincerity, and he, that through the 
faith and power of our Lord Jeſus, attains this perfe&tion of ſincerity, 
ceaſeth from all fin, and he that in this ſincerity , or any degree of ir 
believes and walks in obedience to the Goſpel , is juſtihed through the 
righteouſneſle of our Lord Jeſus, of which he is an heir through 
faith, | 

5. Query. Whether Jeſus Chrift did not iyftitate, and appoint cor- 
tain ordinances nnder the Goſpel for his ("harches to obſerve and keep 
wntil his coming? ( 1.) Dig he not inſtitute that ordinance of his 
Supper, and exjoyn his diſciples to obſerve it in remembrance of hins | 
Luke 22.19, 20, And (2.,) 15 it not recorded of the Primitive 
Church how they cominued this ordinance > Atts 2,46. (3.) Why 
doth the eApoFfHe Paul commend the praftice of ut to the Church of 
Corinth, and tells them whence he had it ? for ((aith he ) I have re- 
B 2 cezved 


(10) 
O12 ceived of the Loyd that which I delivered unto you; and ſo repeats the 
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manner how u was firſt inſtitmted, 1 Cor, 11. 23.26. or, (4.) are 
thiſe ordinances ee. ſtd, and now out of date? if ſo, pray tell us when 
they fir expired ? hath wat himſelf told us, that they ſhonld laft un. 
tiil his coming ? or ts he already come, and we knew it not? if bebe, 
it wuſt be onely by his ſpiritual preſence , and ſo he was with the Pri. 
mitzve Church , ang that in a greater meaſure then now adayes, yet 
did they comtinge # all the ordinances of the Goſpel. Or (5) may we 
mot rather anderftand his coming to be meant of his ſecond coming , 
ſpoken of by the Angel at ns aſcention , when he ſhall come in like 
manner, a; he was ſeex 1s got into heaven, As 1,10,11, 

Arſw, The matter in queſtion is a thing 2'0ut which there hath 
been more idolatry , and eyil praQtized by tic talſe Chriftians, than 
any other thing pertaining to Chriſtian Religion, fince the dark and 
long night of Apoſtacy thathath overſhadowed Chriftendome, which 
Apoſtacy was beginning to come in, even in the Apoſtles dayes, Oh ! 
when I confider the bloud of Chriftians which harh been ſhed about 
this very thing , it doth afflit my very heart , and cauſe my ſoul to 
cry alas,alas,that eyer Chriftians (hauld be (o far deluded,& miſled, as 
to ſhed the bloud one of another about the outward prattice of Chri. 
ſianicy, which are but (in compariſon to the more weighty matters) as 
the very outward Courts or Suburbs of Chriſtian Religion, 

Chriſt did inſtitute the breaking of Bread,as it is writren,when our 
Saviour with his diſciples was eating the Paſſcoyer a Feaſt of the Jews, 
pertaining to the miniſtration of theLaw,in which was Tn 
of good things to come, And as they were eating this Paſſoyer ac- 
cording to the Law, he ſaid unto his Diſciples, 1th deſire have I de- 
fired to eat this Paſiover with you, before Tfuffer , for I ſay unto 
Jou, | will ns mare eat thereof, till it be fulfilled in the Kingdeme of 
God, Luk. 22, 15, 16. and as they were cating , he took bread, and 
gave thanks, and break it, and gave it to them, ſaying, T his is my bo- 
dy which is given for you, this doe in remembrance of me: likewiſe 
he cook the Coup after Svpper, ſaying, This Cup us the new Teftament 
in my bloud which ts ſhed for you, Mark 14, 20, Luke 22, 19, 20, 
and by this ſign, his death, who is our Pafloyer was ſignified, or ſhew. 
ed, and not onely by the Bread, and the Cup, but by the Lamb with. 


out blemith , of which a bone was not to ke broken, Exod,z 2, 46. in 
which 
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which praCtice,they continued unto his coming, even (0 to remember 
him whea chey break the Bread, and drank the Cup, as that thexe. 
by they ſhewed forth his death till he came , not eating and drinking 
damnation unto themſelves, as thoſe who did, and doth break the 
Biezd, and dcink the Cup unworthily , who eats to the luſt, and drinks 
to the luſt, even feeding themſelves without frar , whoſe tavle is nor 
the table of the Lord , tu; the table of Devils, ar which they are fo 
far from diſcerning the Lords bedy, and fulneſſe, (which fills all in all) 
that they neither break that Bread in remembrance of him, nor to him, 
but even to the luſt, by which he was crucified and (lain ; but the 
Diſciples ( who praRtized this outward fign by which his death was 
ſhewn) were witneſſes of his reſurre&1on,and coming again, not onely 
unto (but ſpiritually to dwell in) them according to his promiſe, where 
he ſaith, I will not leave you conf ortleſs e, 1 will come unto you, John 
14. 18, in which he eat with them, and they with him, as he (21d, / 
will not henceforth drink of the fruit of the Vine, untill that day, I 
ſpall drink _it new with you in my fathers Kingdome, Mat. 26, 29, 
and I (ay unro you, I will ne morc eat thereof, untill ic be fulfilled in 
the Kingdome of God ; bur the inward enjoyment of the ſubſtance of 
this outward fign (by which was fignified the death or ſacrifice of 
Chriſt, the immaculate Lamb of God , who is our ſpiritual Paſſover 
thax is ſacrificed for us) is a myſtery (which by the yulturous eye was 
neyer ſecn) as it is fulfilled to the true Diſciples in Chriſt ſpiritual 
Kingdome, in which our Saviour ſups with them, and they with him, 
and is ne other then that ſpiritual Feaſt, which is kept amongſt the 
children of God, for whom Chriſt their Paſſover is ſacrificed , and 
by his power they purge out the old leaven, and keep this ſpiritual Feaft 
not with the old leaven, ne:ther with the leayen of malice, but with 
the unleavened bread of fincerity and truth, 2 Cor, 5, 7, $. for the 
bread of God which comes down from Heaven, is that by which they 
Keep this fpiricual feaſt, and the fleſh and bloud of Chrilt is this bread 
which the holy people break, and ſpiricually feed upon , and the in- 
comes of his loye is that fpirituall wine, by which he doth wonderful- 
ly refreth their ſouls, through which they come to grow into the end= 
Jeſſe life, and in which they more abundantly partake of the everla- 
ſting conſolation that is in Chriſt Jeſus, in which they ſpiritually ear 
and drink with him,and he with them (who are his lillics) ia his hea» 
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12 
venly Kingdome, Arid this is a Con fam of chat ſpiritual Paſſover 
or feaſt which was and is kept by the Saints in this glorious Goſpel. 
day, throvoh which the nigh is expelling , and th: ſhadowes 
vanithing away, Glory, glory be unto the Lord our God for 
cyer, h 
Bur to return, chis practice of oeaking of bread together, Was CONtle 
mnwed by the Ap-{tHecs in the Churches, 2s 1, B, hath aljcagy inſtanced, 
At:2. 46. Aud they brake bread from houſe to houſe, aud ate their 
met with ſingleneſs of heart As 15 the praCtice of true Chtiſhans ar 
th:s day, and in which they ought to continue to the end, that wiether 
they cat, they may car unto the Lord, or whether they drink,they may 
do it unto hin, not making an idol of che creature , or any Chriſtian 
practice be it never ſ9good in it ſelf ; but may botheye and diſcern 
the Lord in all cheir praQtices and Cur £5, winch was that gn0d end for 
which thc Apctle deliveied unco che Church of Corinth, the thing in 
Queſtton practiſed by Ch:ift and his Apoſtles at che Paſlcover, which 
many did ſoon abuſe if not idolize even in his time, for which he often 
reproved them, 1 Cor. 10, 14. 1 Cor.11, 20, where he ſaith, When 
ye come together, this is not to eat the Lords Supper , for in eating e-= 
very onetakes before other his own ſupper, aud one is hungry, and an- 
#ther drunken; and tells them verſ, 25,26, As often as they break, 
the bread, and drink the cup, they ſhould do it in remembrance, ſaying, 
they that eat, and drink unworthily,eat and drink damnation to them- 
ſelves, not diſcerning the Lords body, verl, 2.9, Oh that all drunkards, 
and gluctoners, ignorant perſons who make an idol of the creature, in 
breaking the bread, and drinking the cup unworthily , Oh that they 
would ſeriouſly conſider, and lay theſe things to heart , that they may 
not henceforth any more break the bread, and drink the cup unwor- 
thily, in the ſinful luſt of the fleſh, the doing of which brings them to 
be guilty of the body, and blood of the Lord , in that they eat t5 ( and 
Feed the ) ſame luſts of the world, as wes in them which ſlew him; and 
none can be parrakers of the table of the Lord, while they thus fred at 
the table of Devils, 1 Cor, 10. 21, Br it may be the enemy willtell 
them, it is noſuch thing, for they neither ate nor drank thac day, be- 
fore they break that bread and drink that «up, and call to natural me- 
mory with trembling and fear , before they praQtice the ching before 
mentioned, that Chriſts boty was broken fer them, and his bloud _ 
or 
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for them, the which, I ſay, all & thou maiſt do, and yet be an idola. 
trous and unworthy eater in an unholy fear, adoring the outward 
bread, and the cup beyond what is meet,even asthere aretoo many that 
look vpn it to be more then a {tgn, and worſhip it asche thing hgnifi- 
ed : and fo in ignorance worſhip the bread, and the cup as a Uod ac 
ſometime, and at other times uſing it wichouc that holy Fear, and re- 
membrance in which Chriſts >ody 15diſcerned, and the heavenly yir- 


tues, and fuineſſe thereof enjoyed , which filis all things , and is thac 


- glorious and everlaſting ſuoſtance which lives and remains when all 


created cxcellencits come to an end, and ſhadowsare palt away, and is 
that eternal fountain which fil;'s with {pic irual grace and ſatisfaction 
all that in hnceri-y love him for ever and for evermore. 

6. Query, hether Chriſtians are not bound to the performance of 
ſuch religions duties as were prattiſed by the people of God under the 
law , and not abrogated by the Goſpel? (1.) Whether Chriſtians 
enght net to pray morning ard evening , as Dayid very frequently did, 
eveniug and mormng,and at noon,will I pray andery aloud,and he ſhail 
hear my voice Pia.55.17.Or (2.)/s it not lawfull for Chriſtians to :p- 
point and {et apart 4 convement time cnd ſeaſon for the performance 
of religious exerciſes, ar did Daviel , who not withſtanding the Kings 
command, thought himſelf obliged net ts omit his duty once, but pray- 
8d three times a day, Dan. 6.10,13. Or(3.) Are we only to pray 
when our own ſpirits move us , and not at the motion of Gods Spirit 
which bids us topray continually, er te be always in a frams, and fra- 
quent inthe duty of prayer, x Theſ.5.17. Or(4.) Whether it be 
wot a duty incumbent upon at! Chriſtians toexercife family. duties , as 
the people of God in former times did? whether parent : ong ht not to 11- 
ftratt their children,cy maſters their ſervants, ſor which God ſo much 
commended Avraham, becauſe he wonld command his children & his 
houſhold after him, un, 18.17,18,19.'$.) # hether it be the duty of 
all Chriſtians frequently to read over G5 confer about the holyScyiptures 
both inthur famil es, with ithers,as the Lord commanded the chil. 
dren of Iſrael, t hoy ſhalt teath thens dil, gently unto thy children, and 
ſhalt talk of them when theu ſitteft in thy houſe, and when thou walk» 
eſt by the way, and when thou lyeft down, Dcuc, 6, 7, Nay( 6.) Whes 
ther is it not neceſ ary for all Chriftians to beg Gods bleſning with- 
and return him thanks for every mercythey recerve ? according to th? 
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G7,” prattice of onr bleſſee Saviour , (a+ when he fed ſo many thouſends, 
would firft look, up to heaven for a bleſrting upon what th:y enjoyed on 
earth, Mat. 6.41, And after his Reſurreftion, he prattiſed rhe ſame 
thing amongſt his diſciples, Luke 24, 30. Whoſe bleſſed example the 
Apoſtle followed taking bread, and groing thanks in the preſence of 
them all, A&ts 27. 35. further recommending it to the prattice of o. 
thers , that iu every thing they wovld give thagks as the will of Gad 
in Chriſt Teſus concerning them, 1 Thell, 5. 18, . 

Anſw, Ch:iſtians are bound co the practice of many religious duties 
* which was praCtiſed by the people of God under the Law ; for though 

the cerimonies, types, and ſhadws of the Law, or firſt Coyenant are a. 

boliſhed by the Goſpel, yer the weighty matersare not aboliſhed , or 
made void through faich in Chriſt J-(us,as it is wricten, De we through 
faith make void the Law , God forbid, Rom. 3. 31, Through faith 

we eſtabliſh the Law: for it is by virtue of faith in che Gaſpel, that 

Chriſtians are fully enabled ro practice thole religious duties , which 

were commanded under the Law, viz. to loye God with all cheir heart, 
and with all their mind ; for our Saviour calls this the firſt, and great 
Commandement , ſaying, the ſecond is like unto it, thou ſhalt loye 
thy neighbour as Cf ſelf, and on theſe two commandements hang 
the whole Law, and the Prophets, Aſt. 22.37, 38, 39, 40. theſe 
religious duties with many other righteous praCtiſes of the people of 
God under the Law, are indeed binding to Chriſtians under the Go- 
ſpel. 

" Firt Chriſtians ought to live and continue in fincere defires after 
God at all times, and to pray unto him not onely at morning, evening, 
and at noon day, ,but at all ſeaſons and hours, wherein they ſhall find 
the immortal birth of life inclining their hearcs to ſeek after him, and 
his ſpirit to help cherr infirmities, without the help of which, Chriſtians 
cannot pray, ask, or ſerk aright, as it is written, Rom. 8, 26, 27, We 
know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought ; bur the ſpirit it ſelf 
maketh intercelſion for us with groanings which cannot beurtered, and 
the motions of this immnorcal life, and (pirit of our heavenly Father, 
is not limirred to days, Jer times, places or houres of dayes , bur 
when, and what tiar: it inclines and mov's Chriſtians are to follow, 
and as they ſeek through, and by icsalliftance, they ſhall find, andas 
they ask in the life, and nature theicof, they (hall receive __ 
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hearts deſire, and obtain the thing which they pray for. 


Secondly , It 15 lawfnll for Gods people to ſer apart a time for re- 


I19ious exerciſe, as did Damel, and the reſt of che ſetyants of the 
Lord , who, notwithſtanding the great afflitions, and perſecutions 
which arrended them for rightcouſnefle ſake , and for their p:actice 
in the worſhip of God, yet did they continue not only tc profeſſe him 
opcnlyyt ut to worthip him af.er cheir accuſtomed manner,as appears by 
the Sc:ip:ures which [, B, hath inftanccd, Daz. 6. to, x3, wich ſeycral 
other Sc1ipcures which might be mentioned , whoſe example herein I 
dclite the Lord may inſtiudt all Chrilti-nsin fincericy cofollow , and 
continue in the practice of the doR: incs & cxhortations of che Apoltles 
and Minifters of Chrift,who cxhorted the Saints not to forſake the aſ- 
ſembling themſclys rogether,as the manner of ſome was, Heb.1o.2 5.but 
as the day approacheth,exhort one anocher,in which practice the true 
Chriſtians 'ever did walk and continue,notwithſtanding the cruel perſe- 
cution& grievous affliCtions that were inflited upon them by ungedly 
men of this world for fo doing, v:z, their continuing in the profeffion, 
of Chriſtianity, and praCtiee of meeting together , to waig upon ,. and 
worſhip the Lord in Spirit and tiuth, for which holy practice, ſo great 
were the wr—_—P and affli&tions by them. indured , (as may be read 
at large in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories ) that Fox ſaith in the book of Mars 
tyrs, what fires, what tortures, without reſpect either to age or ſex they 
were inforced to feel; then did the earth wichout doubt bewail |hex 
children, and the round world which containeth all things ( being im» 
brued wich their bloud ) made a doleful lamentationfor them. and.the 
day ic ſelf provoked to mourn, was amazed tor them , when the very 
barbarous Nations rejoyce for their ſakes, which received and har- 
boured them when they were afraid, and fled from us, keeping them as 
ic were in a moſt loying, and amiable captivity , to which I may ſay, 

Alas, alas that ever any that profeſſe che ſame Chrilt,, 


AF an Hens-  astheſe perſecuted Chriſtians ſuffered for,, ſhould now © 


ments, lib. I. fol. 


92. become perſecutors, and not only of ſuch as in-words. * 


deny him, but even of ſuch as confeſſe and belicye in him, to be the 
only Saviour of the world, Surely the true Chriſtian ſoul that ſcrioufly 
conſidereth, will be greatly afflifted , and che heatt that ſees it cannor. 
bur mourn in the beholding of the woful apoſtacy, darkneſle, and: delu- 
fons in which many thouland Chriſtians = falkn,who profeſle Chriſt 
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| ©2.; in words, ard yet walk ſo far contrary to theſigbt of Chriſt, and are 
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fo far our of his nature, which is to ſhew kindneſſe, meicy, and loye ty 
'all men, not only to them that believe , bur to them that believe not, 
even with long patience to inſtru them, that they may belicye, and 
repent s but the heart that is poſſeſſed with the crue knowledge of the 
woful backfliding frem the ancient doCtrine and truth of the Goſpdl 
Cin which thoſe perſecuted Chriſtians walked toth in , and afcer the 
Apoſlles dayes ) beholding this diſmal night that is come upon multi. 
rudes of Chriftians, cannot but eyen take up a lamentation , and cry, 
Alas, alas, that ever any who profeſſe Chrift ſhould be ſofar yoid of his 
bowels, and mercies, .and ſhould have ſo far loſt all cendernefl of con. 
ſcience, that they ſhould eyen now perſecutecheir brethren , who pro. 
Feſſe and belieye in the ſame God and Chriſt, as they in words profcfſe 
and belieye, having no other reaſon for their ſo doing , but only be. 
cauſe they differ from them in ſore ceremonial and outward pratices 
of Chriſtianity, Alas, alas, that ever & the enemy of mankind 
ſhould ſo far diude and deceive men , agrce in the outward pro. 
feſſion of one God and Chriſt, which is the main and weighty matter 
In the outward profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion, Oh that ever they 
ſhould be ſofar darkned, and miſled to affli& and perſecute about the 
ſmaller matters or ourward praCtices of Religion, whenas ic ought to 
be a duty incumbent _ all who profeſle the name of Chriſt , to per. 

wade one another in the power of the Goſpel: and if the true Chriſti. 
mm cannot overcome the errour of the mind in thefalſe Chriſtian, after 

this manner he ought notwithſtanding to walk in love towards him, 
and leave him to the Lord who is that great Potter that hath power over 
all men to change from errour to truth, and out of death into life,when, 
and what time ſoever he pleaſerh, 

Thirdly, Chriſtians are to mind in that ſerious and weighty duty of 
Prayer, the motions and leadings of Gods Spirit, through which their 
mfirmities are helped, and they not praying in their own name or will, 
but in the name of Chrift, their prayers become effeftual, and God an« 
fwers them in the things they pray for, as it is written, Jobs 14. 
I 3, 14. 

Fourchly » It is a dury incumbent upon all true Chriſtians to uſe fa» 
mily duries, viz, to pray unto himas they are led thereunto by the hea. 
venly birth and Spirit which of him they have rectived, And pros 
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cu2ht to inſtrudt their Children by word, and godly example, asthey 
may find the Spirit of Chriſt lead them ſo to do, by the virtue and au- 
thority of which their exhortations will become effetual to their chil. 
dren and ſe: vants, not only to tury them from errour unto truth, . bur ro 
eſtabliſh and build them up in the truth, thac they may ſerve the Lord 
ui their day ; and hercin all Chriſtian parents and maſters of families 
evght to follow the example of Abraham, in commanding their 
houſholds after them to walk in the holy coinmands of. God-, and to 
ſerye him in their generation, &c, 

Fikchly, the Scriptures were written for our learning ; therefore it is. 
neceſſary for Chriſtiahs to read them, and to confer about the heaven- 
ly chings ſignified of in them all their life long ,. as they are inclined. 
thereunto by the life and Spirit that gave them forth ; for though e-. 
ternal life cannot be found in the Scriptures, yer they teſtify of Chriſt, 
in whom it is to be found; and the holy ſayings contained therein, 
( which were given by the divine inſpiration of God ) are profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correCtion , for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
neſle, that the man of God may be perfe&, throughly furniſhed unto 
all good works, 2 Tiw. 16. 17. Therefore all. true Chriftiantprizeth 
the Scriptures, for unto ſuch they are-comfortable, and bear true refti- 
mony of that living way and truth , in and by which we haye eternal 
redemption. J 

Sixthly, ic is neceflary for Gods people to pray unto him, and to beg, 
his bleſſing with and upon thoſe creaturely benefirs which they receive 
from the hand of their heavenly Father, and.to return. him thanks for 
his unſpeakable mercies towards them, which was the moving cauſe of 
thar heavenly viſitation by which che Lord God hath viſited his peo» 
ple with the as ſpring from on high , through which many that have 
ſate in darknefſe, are now both come to ſee and walk in the light of life: 
bleſſed be the Lord our God for eyermore, 

7. Query. Whether it br not lawfull for Chriftian to give 4 crvil 
reſpett to rhe ſeveral degrees and relations in which. perſons may ſtand? 
as (1) Whether the younger ought not to reverence the elder? as ſaith 
the Scripture, Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoary head, aud honour the: 


face of the old man, Eey, 19. 32, a Whether a Chriftian may” 


et evidence his reſpett by ſome outward attion or gefture of his body, 
according to the cuſtome of the (' _—_ liveth in * a3 Abraham 
> 2 
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bowed to the ſont of Heth, Gels 3.12, So did Nathan a Prophet to 
King David, 1-King, 1. 23. 4anud(3.) Is it n#t lawful for Chriftiang 
ro expreſſe their reſpett by giving to every man the titles belonging to 
him, in reference to the ſeveral dignities or places they may be attuan. 
ced to? as Luke doth Theophilus , calling him moſt excellent , Luke 
7. 3. So Paul to Felixy calling him moſt noble Felix, Atts 26, 25, and 
John tothe efeft Lady, 2 Jobn 1, | 
eAnſw, It is lawful for people to give civil reſpe& to the ſeveral 
relations and degrees in which perſons may ſtand, Firſt, Chriſtians 
ouphr to reſpe&t with ſubj-Rion and obedience, either aCtively, by do. 
ing the commands of their magiſtrates ; or paſſively , by ſuffering for 
not dving, in caſe any thing ſhould be impoſed contrary to Gods law, 
and a good conſcience, by the authority, either ſet vp, or permitted by 
the Lord to be (er up oyer them, andin ſo doing they give the reſpe&t 
that is due to men, thus related unto them as Superiours , whoſe honour 
and reſpe&t confiſts not in putting off the hat , and bowing the knee 
and body, but in obeying their juſt commands fo: che reſpeCt by ado. 
ring or bowing to mens perſons, who wear the gay cloathing, is forbid. 
den, and he that gives it. tranſgrefſerh the law of God , James 
2,9, 

Secondly,the younger ought to reverence the elder by an inward loye 
and reſpe&t, The true reverence from children to their parents hath 
11s beeing in the heart, and is evidenced by outward obedience to their 
Juſt and lawſul commands, and bodily ations , of not deſpiſing them 
when their ſtrength failerh, but in lowlincſſe and humility to help them 
1m their old age, not following the example of the Phariſees, whont our 
S1viour reproved for making the commandsof God void by their tra. 
ditions, which corpmand wasto honour father and mother, for they 
ſaid, whoſoever ſhould ſay to his father or mother, it isa gift by what- 
ſoever thou might be profited by me , and honours not his father or 
mother, he ſhall go free, and thus they broke the command by their 
traditions, Mat. 15.4,5, 6,7. Neither following the example of 
Haw, brit the good example of Shemwand [zphet, who coyered their fa- 
rhers nakednefle, Gey. 9, 22, 23.and in ſo doing the loye and reſpect 
of children is demonſtrated towards their parents, and nat by purcing 
off the har, and bowing the knee according to the cuſtome of the coun» 
:rey andpeople where they dwell; for both yain and idolatrous = y 
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the cuſtome of the people de herein, as in the dayes of old, /er, 10. 32, 
Though Abraham did bow to the ſons of Heth, and Nathan to King 
David in that miniſtration , in which the types and ſhadows were in 
force, and the ſeed not come to full dominion , but he outwardly as # 
ſtranger in theland, which God had prorniſed to give to his ſeed after 
him for an inheritance, I ſay Abraham's and Nathan's example herein 
i5 no more binding to Chriſtians under the Goſpel miniſtration, then 
is their example of ſwearing, outward circumciſion , with divers other 
things that they were commanded or permitted of God to doe in that 
miniſtration, Fc, | 

Thirdly , it is lawfull for Chriſtians to oiveunto eyery man thoſe 
titles which of right belong unto him, according to the place or office to 
which he may be advanced, as to call a King, King ; and a noble man, 
noble man ; and a Judge, Judge ;» and a man that excells in rea- 
ſon and moderation may be called excellent, &c, In this wiſc.a Chri- 
ſian may expreſſe his love , and reſpeR to perſons advanced to the a- 
forementioned dignitics , and not by worſhipping and adoring their 
perſons : for that is a cranſgrefſion of the Taw of God, James 
2,9. 

8, Query, Whether Chriftians may not make uſe of , and take de- 
light is thoſe creatures God affords ws , either for food or clothing > 
eAnrd (1.) whether at ſometimes it be not lawful to feaſt and enjoy the 
creatures, afforded for our uſe in a lawful mirth? provided it be done 
in its proper ſeaſon aud with moderation, Eccl.3.12,13. And-(2.) 
whether it be lawful for Chriſtians to wear what apparel they ſhall 
think vet in their own Chriftian prudence, to be apparelled in, if withs 
out exceſſe : did not God command the children of Iſrael that they 
ſhould borrow ſewels of ſilver, and jewels of gold of ths Egyptians, Ex, 
1.2, And Abraham's ſervant gave unto Rebecca bracelets for her 
hands which ſhe alſe wore, Gen, 24. 22,30, _ 

Anſw, Chiiſtians may make uſe of the creatures, for thro!igh faich, 
and the birth immortal they only of all people upon' earth have right 
to the creatures, asit is written, Rows, 4, 13, and 1 Cor, 3, 22,23. 

«where the Apoſtle ſaith, All things are theirs, whether Pal, or Apol- 
to, or Cephas, gr the world, or lifes or death, _ or things preſent , or 
things to come, gll arc yours, ec... Yet in the creatures,ghty muſt not 
ſo delight, asto love and worſhip them more then their Creatour, who 
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3s God bleſſed for ever, Therefore if any who profeſſech himſelf x 
Chriſtian ſo loyeand delight in the creatures , asthac his loye and de.. 
light in the Lord is made lefls thereby, ſuch a one may proteſſe himſelf 
a Chuiſttan in words, but in works he denies Chrilt, Therefore all 
Chriſtian mer had need to be watchfull againſt the temprations of 
chat luſtful fp i1igo* the world , which would lead them to abuſe the 
Creatures, 

Fi. t, ts lawful to enjoy the creatures afforded for us in th» joy and 
mirth which comerh of, or 1s allowed by the H >ly Ghoſt, but not in the 
va'n mirth and fooliſh pleaſures of ſinful wor lely men , who have their 
end in lamenration and wo z for ic is better (as the wiſe man ſaith) ro 
gototFe houſe of mourning, then to the houſe of ſuch mirth and feaſt 
ing, for that is the end of all'men, the living will hy itto heart, Ecclef. 
7. 2, 3. Butif a man doth car, and dripk, and enjoy the good of his 
Izbour in the covenant of God that is to the praiſe of God , and to his 
ſpiritual and creaturely comfort, in this fading world, in which God 
fills his heart with content and ſatisfaQtion, whether he hach much or 
lictle of che periſhing things of this life, 

Secondly, its lawfulfor a true Chriſtian, who is guided by the Spirit 
of Chriſt, to wear what apparchhe by the wiſdome and inſtruRtion of 
the Spirit ſhall ſee both to be lawful and expedient for him co wear . 
chat he inthat, as in all other things, may givea good example, not 
only to them that are weak, but that alſo he may be a pattern of righte. 
ouſnefſe unto thoſe that are without , and may ſhine as a light inthe 
world, that they ſeeing his good works and :xample, may be made to 
olorifie his Father which is in heayen, Mat. 5. 16, Therefore the A- 
poſtleexhorted the Chriſtian women to adorn themlelyes in modeſt 
2 ppare), with ſhamcfaftneſſe, and ſobriety, not with broidered hair, or 
old, or yon or coftly array , but which becometh women profefſing 
godlinefle with good works, 1 T 1s. 2.9, 10, 

9. Query. # hether when (hriftians are met together for the wor. 
Pip and ſervice of God, they may then be ſilent, and depart without any 
thing done for the edification of one another ? or (1,) Whether the 
#5 k wot rather toffir up, and exhort oue another to comtinne int 
fanh andprattice of the Goſpel? as the eApoſtles of #itl did,who when 
they mer together ſpent the time in praying with aud exhorting one 
anther, AQs 1,313, 14, ARts 12,12, (2.) hither niet ia 

| | ftrange- 


(21) 
frrange tongue, 07 to be wholly ſilent when the people of God ave mt 104 
gether, be not one and the ſame thing ? the former of which the «Apz- 
ftle forbids, as no way tending to (edificatren, 1 Cor. 14. 4.to 
the 20, : 

Anſw, When Chriſtians are met together to worſhip God in Spiric, 
they may be ſilent if nothing be given chem from the Lord to ſay , for 
God who is a Spirit may be as:xvly worſhipped in Spirit , and adored 
in the hearts of his people when there is no words , as whea there is 
words of God given them to ſpeak to the ediftcation one of another, 
Bur if any ſhould meer together with a refolution to be filent, and nor 
to wait for, but toquench che mntions of the Spirit, if any thing ſhould 
be given, this would be worſe then to ſpeak in an unknown. tongue. 

Firſt , for if any thing be freely given , Chriſtians ought freely to 
ſpeak what from God they haye received to the edification one of ano- 
ther , as the Saints of old did when they were met together, x Cor, 14, 
26 : Whether by prophecy, doctrine, or prayer, 

Secondly, though people may ſometimes meet in ſilence, in the name 
and truth of Jcſus ; yet it's not one and the fame thing, [with ſpeaking 
in an unknown tongue ,-for the unknown tongue may be ſo far from 
edifying in the truth, that people may rather be led from the truth there 
by. But when Chriftians are met together in Chriſt's name, though 
they be filent for a time, yet'God hath, and will fulfill his promiſe by 
the-manifeRtation of his preſence amongſt them, by whoſe ſpirit they 
receive inward teaching both to comfort, build up, and inſtru& themy 
ſo that many haye gone away ſatisfied with the ſpiritual ſence of the 
Lords heavenly prefence, which kath been ſeen and enjoyed in filence 
amonſt them , by the incomes of whoſe love his children are refreſhed 
in preaching, and without outward preaching, glory unto his name far * 
ever: whoſe ſpirit cannot be limited that he ſhall not appear to the joy 
an1-comfort of his people, either by, or without outward preaching z 
for it hath been the manner and practice of the Prophets, and people 
of God to fit togetherin filence , when nothing was given them of the 
Lord to lay , though it was day after day as ſaith th: Prophet, Ezk, 
8.15, x6, then I came to them of the captivity at Telab:b chat dwelc 
by the river Chebar , and ſate where they ſate, and remained there a- 
ſtoniſhed among them ſeven dayes , | it came to paſs at the end of 
ſevcn dayes, the word of the Lord came uato me ſaying; ſo it vs 
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they fare together in ſilence , + the word of the Lord came to the 
Prophec, al:hough he was a Prophet , and the hand of the Lord upcns 
hin ; y-. mut henot ſpeak till it was giver him from the Lord what 
ke ſhouid lay : and all preachers, and peoples who are not in , but a. 
g41p{t chis example in meetings rogether, are {uch as come under the wo 
duerothem which uſe their congues, and ſay he [aith, howbert the Lord 
hath not ſpoken tothem, Jer.2 3.31. Thercfore how much vetcer were 
ic for them ro wait up>n, and worſhip God in filenge, when nothing 
1s Sivcn them, or revealed nnto any of them frm the Lord to ſpeak, 
tn ty ule their tongues, when he hath not ſpoken to them: I ſhall 
keave to the (over minded to judge. . | 
10. Query. Whether Chriſtians that do not palpabl ) contraditt the 
prattice of Godlineſs , may not live with and have charity towards one 
anther , though different 1n judgements ? And , (1.) whether this 

ath nt readred the poprſh rel1gion more odrous , becauſ e they have [6 
little charit 7 for any that differ from them who ftile all tobe hereticks 
that are not of thety way ? Or, (2.) whether any of the A poſtles or 
our Saviour himſelf , did mver eondemn others wpon this account onl '”, 
bat on the contrary, when the ApoFtles told our Saviour they had ſeen 
one caſting out Devils in his nam, yet followed not him : Chrift bids 
ehem not forbid him, alledging that he which is not againſt us 3s with 
as , Luke 9. 49, 50. And ſo the Apoſtle would have every man per- 
ſwaded in his own mind, Rom. 14. F. and I know #6 reaſon why ye 
ſhould condenan any man for being in the dark, becauſe he ſees not by 
your light ? * 

Anſw. Chriſtians ought to have charity one rowards another , and 
they who are true Chriftians have (not only 1n name but in nature 
Charity, and love which reacheth even to thoſe who differ from them in 
judgement, $ - : 

Firſt by love they labour to inftraCt thoſe Chriſtians who are in error, 
that if poſſible they might reclaim them from error , by the force of the 
love and word of God; bur the ſpiritual ſtriving and war (on the true 
Chriſtian's part ) is not againſt eſh and bloud, bur againſt that ſpirit. 
of da; knets which miſguides. the mind, JF the true Chriſtian doth not 
hereby gain the falſe Chriſtian to the way of life ; yet he ſhould walk 
in all love, and gentleneſs tewards him , not endeavouring by force, 


and yiolence to defxoy his-body for the error of his mind,:or to cut = 
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his life from the earth, as the Piſs and falſe Chriſtians ever have 
done againſt theſe true Chriſtians , whoſe minds and conſciences they 
could never overcome , for which cruel perſecution they have no exam- 
ple amongſt the Minifters of Chriſt, whoſe praQtice therein hath ſtain= 
cd cheir Church with the guilt of bloud , which hath and will cauſe a 
curſe and infamy to come upon them , which never ſhall be forgot- 
ten, 

Secondly , All men in the world are in the dark that in ſome mea- 
ſure ſees not by the light of the Lamb in which we and all Nations of 
them that are ſaved muft walk, Rev, 21. 24. But it is not the practice 
of Chriſtians who are grown in grace to condemn and judge others, 
becauſe chey are not fully come up to their rule and degree of gighte- 
ouſneſſe in eyery particular , though ſome whoare young, in the truth 
( and yet diſciples) may through weakneſſe ( if not watchful and dili- 
gent to hearken unto their Lord and Maſter ) even erre in thoſe things 
as the diſciples of old were apt to do, as 7, B, hath already inſtanced» 
Luke 9.49, 59, who forbid the man to caſt out devils in thename of 
Chriſt, becauſe he followed them not, and would have had fire to come 
down from heayen upon thoſe Samaritans that did not preſently re- 
ceive him, Luke 9. 54. 

11. Query, #hether it be not the duty of Chriſtians to obſerve and 
ſet apart one day in ſevenfor the more ſolemn ſervice of God? and (1.,) 
Whether God himſelf did not appoint , and the people of Gud in all ages 
keep ſuch a day, Gen, 2.2,3. Exod, 20,8, (2.) Whether the Sab- 
bath was ever abrogatell by Jeſus Chriſt, or only changed, and another 
kept inthe rooms of the firſt; and (3) Whether the firſt day of the week, 
be not the true Chriſtian Sabbath? We read that it was the cuſtome off 
the eApoſiles chiefly to meet on this day, John 20.19, As 26,7. 
and that they made cDiteftions for the poor on this day, 1 Cor, 16, 2, 
and John was in the Spirit on the Lords day, Rev. 1. 10, 

Anſw. Chriſtians did ſer apart times to wait upon and worſhip the 
Lord in Spiritand truth, and they did mcer together to perform this 
ſolemn ſervice and duty to God upon the firſt day of the week, asthe 
Scriptures teſtify which 7, B. hath inftanced, and that on that day they 
made colleRions for charicable uſes, 

Firſt, Bur chat they were commanded in the ſame manner to obſerve 
that day, as the Jews were to obſerye the ſeyenth day, that 1 muſt de- 
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ny; and Ialfodo deny hi day was ſet apart and brought in th 
room of the ſeventh day to anſwer that end for which the ſeventh day 
S1btiach was giyeh, which w:is a fi2n of that happy reſtanration which 
ſhonid and is come to mankind by the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, in 
wiſe Cay nians foul 1s redormed from the bondage of corruption, and 
recovercd from under th» ſors cravail and pa ncotihe curſe, into the he 
ber:y of Gas cildien , where all weights and burthens are caſt off, 
andthe>foul comes t be perfettly fieed from its foris caprivity and 
ſore bondage, throuvh which it reruns 1nto that ſpiritual reſt which 
the on: ward dy was but a ſhadow of, and all who are come into this 
endleTe Sabbath. or holy day of God , their ſouls dwell at eafe, and 
they! ape in perfect reſt, {9 a5 to bear no burthen, neither to travail under 
the lozd-of fin and the enrſe any more ; and this is a ſmall hint of that 
feliciry and happy tate which God in mercy figured out unto man , 
while he was yet under the burthen by the outward Sabbath day, or 
fron of reſt, a+ it is written , ] gave them my Sabbath fora fign , be= 
teen me and them, Ezck, 20,12, Col. v.16, Let no man judge 
you in meats, or in. drinks in refpect of an holy day , -or of the new 
Moon, or cf the Sabbath day, which are ihadows of things to come, but 
the body is of Chtiſt, Thercforc 1 ſay the day of Chriſt being dawned, 
and he the ſu: tance being come, the outward figure muſt neces be ab- 
rogated, 2nd th: ſhadow paſt away, 

12, Query, Whether it be not lawfyl for (hrifftians to ſwear, if 
called thereunto for the atteFation of ſome truth ? aud (1.) Whether 
Abraham did fn in making his ſervant to ſwe:rr nnto hus.Gen, 24. 3, 

Or (2.) Whether ſwearing be not a ready way toput 4n end to all con- 
rroverſics, asthe'«ApoFtle ſaith, Heb, 6. 16. 

Arſw. This is a point about which much hath been very fully and 
elcarly written by ſeveral other hands, therefore I need not ſay much 
to it, only this F ſay *cis not lawfull for a Chriſtian.under the Golpel 
minittration to ſwear, 

Firſt , though Abraham did not fin in canfing his ſervant to ſwears 
and though thoſe holy men did not ſin,who (under the fiſt covenant) 
ſwore the Lord lived in truth, righreous, and judgement (ſwearing and 
many other things being then lawfuil for them to praCtice) yet, ſuch 
thinzs are nor lawfull, neither nſefnll for the Saints.to praftice under 
ths Goſpel, this particular praftice of ſwearing was not tn the old Co- 
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venant forbidden, Therefore M. MM faith, Mat. 5, it hath beem 
ſaid of o!d time , thou ſhalt not ſorſwear thy ſelf, but performe thine 
oaths unto the Lord, Bur he g1ycs his Diſciples a new command, quire 
contrary to what was ptzEtiſed herein by the people of God in the old 
time, in that he ſaith unto them, ſwear not at all, neither by Heayen 
for it is Gods Throne, nor by the Earth for it is his Footſtool, neither 
by Jeruſalezs for it isthe City of the great King , neither ſhalt thou 
ſwear by thine Head , becauſe thou can'ſt not make one hajr white, 
or black, Mat, 5.34, 35, 36. By this abſolute command he not only 
forbids vain ſwearing , which was fully forvidden in the law of God 
before, ' but he poſitively excludes all manner of fwearing in the dayes 
of the Goſpel, and likewiſe the Apoſtle ſaith, James 5. 12, Above all 
things my +7 Fun {wear not, neither by Heaven, neither by the Earth 
neither by any other oath, but let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay, 
leaſt you fall into condemnation * which two teſtimonies are ſufficient 
to confirme the truth unto all true Chriſtian men, that it is in no wiſe 
lawfull for them to ſwear in any caſe, Many more teftimonies might 
be inſtanced out of the Eccleſia Rica hiſtories of the ancientChriſtians; 
ſome of whome, holding it in no wiſe lawfull for Chriſtian mien ts 
As & Me- (wear, ſuffered death for the profeſſion of Chriſt, a Poli. 
_ Vol .2. carpus who, 28 *tis ſaid, was John's Diſciple, b Baſlides # 
ol. $5. ie” , L 
b Ez, lib. 6s. Chriſtian Martyr, and the Waldexſes, whole names are ſ@ 
cap. 4. pag- 9. famous among the reformed Churches, and are ſaid im- 
mediately to ſucceed the Apoftles , being the moſt ancient, and true 
Proteſtants , profeſſed it th be no way lawfull for a Chriſtian man to 
c Alts & Moments, \wear; and the c Plow-man in his prayer, and 
Yol.1.fol. 527. *Chriſoſtome who was Biſhop of Corſtantinople bla- 
meth chem greatly that brought forth a book to ſwear upon , charging 
Clarks that in no wiſe they conſtrain any body to {wear, whether they 
4 Afr & Monwe CIDk 3 man ſwear true or falſe, Gpying, dirisa fn to 
ments. Vol. 2 76. {wear well, And theſe forementioned ceftimonies, with mas 
ny others which m'ght be inftanced out of Eccl:fiaſtical iftories, were 
giver. againſt ſwearmeg, and thovgh che "I ftic ſaith, Heb. 6. 16, That 
a'1 oath for confirmation amonglt men is co them an end of rife ; yet 
this doth in no wiſe juſtife, or prove ſwearing lawfull amongſt Chri. 
ſtians; for he ſpeaks that by way of alluſfion,as beins the trongeſt bond 
ig the old cime (in whicksche promite' was made) whereby men could 
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, OD! bind themſelves , toſet forth unto belieyersthe certainty of Gods pro. 


miſc,being confirmed by ſuch a ſtrong bond as an oath was among men 
in the old time, when the promiſe was made to Abraham,and his ſeed 
after-him; and as for the Apoltles ſaying, an oath among men is to 
theman end of trife,I ſay,thact did rather allude, or relate ro what was 
at any time done for the ending of (trife amongſt thoſe Hebrews, who 
had not received the Goſpel, then that any ſuch thing was done or pra- 
Etiſed, amongft thoſe belieyers ro whom he writ his Epiftle, For if he 
had in{flanced any ſuch practice among them he ſhould not have ſaid 
an oath amongſt men, bur an eath amongſt you,&e, Which he did nor. 

3. Query, Whether it be not the great duty and concernment of 

every (Chriſtian to plead for and vindicate all ſuch Goſpel truths as he 
hath formerly recerved , and yet believeth , and ( 1.) whether a Chr;. 
ftian may not earneſtly contend for the truth once delivered? Jude 3, 
( 2.) whether it be not the duty of all Chriſtians with readinſs to rex- 
der an acconnt of his faith to him that acheth him? 1 Pet, 3. 15. 
eAnd ( 3.) whether it be not your concernment to retarn ſome ſatis= 
fattery anſwer to the Author of theſe Queries, 

Anſw, It is a duty of concerninent co every child of God both to 
plead for, and vindicate the truth, (the knowledge of which he hath re. 
ceived of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ) by the utmoſt force of thoſe ſpiritual 
weapon, or arguments wherewith he is furniſhed chereunto,by the word, 
and counſel of the Lord, againſt all thoſe that may gainſay it, in do. 
Arine, praQtice, or converſation, following the example of the Apo. 
files, and meſſengers of the great King, The weapons of whoſe war. 
far were not carnal, neither was their war againſt the fleſh and 
bloud of men in error : but the weapons wherzwith they warred were 
ſpiritual, and mighey through God co the deſtroying of that ſpirit of 
wickedneſs, which leads into error, and alſo to the recovering many our 
of error , who have becn captiyated 1n error, And they that are fur 
niſhed with the ſpiritual wiſdome, word, and power of the Lord God, 
by which many are turned to righteouſneſs, they thall ſhine as the 
brightneſs of nee ven, and 25 the (tarrs for ever and eyer, 

Faſt , it'sthe duty of che children of God , who in mcaſvre exc. 
rience redemption , and ſanCtification by Chriſt Jelus,to give a reaſon 
( according to their ability with meckneſs and fear) of that precioug 
bopc,and faich,threugh which they hayezor may overcome in the day of 

tryal, 


LIMI 


LMI 


? 27 ) Wo 

eryal, and hour of temptation , whick comtih upofi all the world to ery 
them, that dwell upon the Earth ; and that exccllent hope and faich 
( in which the Saints are preſerved in this day, and hour-of cryaly and 
through which they ſhall be purified , and made more white, that their 
innocency may ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdome of their Father, 
and which keeps from fainting tocheend ) 1s of more worth then gold 
that periſheth, and is not to be valued with all created excellencies, or 
compared with any glory of this fading world,therefore I may ſay of the 
faith and hope, of which Chriſtians ought togive a reaſon, as Jobdidof 
wiſdome , man knows not the price thereof , neither is it found in the 
land of the living. 


Having inthe love and fear ofthe Lord returned an anſwer 
to 7.B, his Queries , and therein given ſome reaſon and 
account of our faith and judgement in the things queried, 
its deſized that 7.B. may anſwer theſe following Que- 

. ries, in the ſame love, that we may know a reaſon of his 
faith and judgement concerning the things queried. 


Query 1, Hether Chriſt by that one att of his death and ſuffer- 
ing hath ſo done away or blotted out the ſins of the 
children of men, thas the divine juſtice of his father is ſo anſwerd , or 
fati:fied thereby, that he looks upon men to be in his Son notwithſtand.- 
ing they are yet ſinners, and accepts ther, as perfeitly righteons in his 
fight, only in aud through what leſus hath done for them by hys death- 
wpen the Croſſe ? 

Query 2. {Whether God who ts the righteous Tydge of all the world, 
doth ſo 1impute his righteouſneſs as to juft ific av), man npon the earth» 
thereby, in thi ſelf ſame capacity as his righteous law in Chriſt con« 
demns bins ? 

Query 3. Whether avy man upon earth is abſolutely acquitted and 
freed from [in , byvirtur of what Chriſt hath dene and ſuffered with» 
ont, whiles as yet the witneſſe of Gods Spirit in his own heart and con+ 
ference £01.demns him ? 

Br) 4. Whether there is any ſuchthing, as that any man: ſins 
are dont away pit, preſent, and to come, while; as yet be doth not ceaſe 
ts commit [in ? Query 3, 
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Query 5. Andi; the eternal ts deth impute the right eonſurſſe of 
bis Som, ſo as to ft ifie any, while they do not yet, ceaſe to commit ſin, 
why 43th he not ſo unts ill, ſeeing all bis ways are equal, and there is 
no reſpelt of perſons with hins ? , 
Query 6, What, and where is that law by which comes the know«| 
ledge of {:n, without which the ApoSteſ aid be was alive , but when it 
eame fin revived, and he dicd ? 

. Query 7, wasit pnly the letter of the ten ( ommandments without 
him, which he had and was z:+4lous for , while he was yet alive 1n ſin, 
or the light aud $ pirit of Gods law inwardly manifeſted in his heart ? 

Query 8 Ard if ſo, whet her it was not the very ſame law innatare 
and quality as made him free from the Liw of in and death > 

Query 9, And what, and where is that law which the Apeſtle ſaith 
hath dominion over 4 man, ſo leng as ht liveth, through which he 1s 
bound a5 a woman by the lim of her baiband , 1s it the law of God or 
the law of ſin ? 

Qeery 10. If it be thelaw of fin , how and by what means may thoſe 
perſons which are bound by it , come to know the heavenly virtue of the 
body of. C hrift , through which they may die to it, and know the chain 
broken > 

Query 11. Whether the example of all that the Apoſtles and Saints 
praftiſed in the primitive times be abſolute binding at this dayto Chri- 
ftians ? ou” | 

Query 12, Whether miny outww'd things, which rather pertain. 

ed to the typical or ſhad»wy part of the Law that is vaniſhed away they 
to the glorious Goſpel , was not prattiſed by Chriftian believers nuder 
the miniftration ef the Goſpel in the Apoſtles dayes ? 
\- Query 13. And if ſo, what was the abſolute reaſon thereof , was 
it becauſe the A poites were commanded therennts by God, or becauſe 
of the weakneſſe of the people that he ſuſſered his miniſters to bear with 
them for a time, that could net (while young in the truth , and their 
eyes much ontward) e:fly be brought off of many entward things per- 
taining te the Law ? : 

Query 14. Þ hat was the ApoFtles end or Gods end by them 1» not 
only permitting or ſuffering thoſe perſons that recerved their Goſpel te- 
ST1mony, to prathiſe many ordinances and ſhadows pertaining to the law, 


but that alſe they did ſometime prattife them themſelves? was = 
caſe 
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gaufe the Lord h:d 4 purpoſe to eftabliſh them as his ordinances to be 
prattiſed by all ages, or were thy allowed to prabtiſe them in the peoples 
weakneſſe for a trme,that thereby they might gain the more out of them 
into that everlaft[rſting truth which i+ the ſubſt.tnce of types and ſha 
dows where people come to ſee beyond all outward things? 

Query 15. And if they tht were partchers of the everlaſting ſub. 
fance did make wſe and co: tinue inthe practiſe of any outward things 
which were but ontw.rdly ſhadows of what they tuwardl ) enjoyed, was 
it becauſe they had need ſo todo, or becauſe of the weakreſſe of others? 

Query 16. Whether John's Bapt.ſm with water was wot of, and 
belonging to the muniftr.ttion of the Liw, under which the carnal 
waſhings aud outward ordinances were inforce > 

Query 17. And if ſo, why was water Bap:iſm prafliſed by the A. 
poites under the Goſpel, was it done by abſolute command from God,as 
neceſſary unto ſalvation , or to arſwer the weakſſe of thoſe believing 
Chriftians, who after they believed, deſired it, and being weak could not 
well he ſatisfied without it > 

ery 13, Ard if it was done by abſolute command from God, as 
—_— to ſalvation, how 1s it that the ApoFHe Paul ( who was made 
ſtr wmental to convert ſo many thouſands) had not a command to bas 
ptize with water, as well as to preach the Goſpel > 

Query 19. And if to arſwer the deſire of Chr iſbiavs in weakneſs 
was not the reaſon of the Apoſtles bapti ing with water, but thadth 
had an abſolute commiſſion to do it from God ; then! deſire, that (1n 
anſwer to this Query) the Scripture or Scriptures ( if there be any ) 
may be ſhewed, in which water 1s expreſſed to be that means with whuth 
they were to baptize Chriſtians into the name of the Father , Son, and 


Holy Gheft ? 
l.S, 


